CHAPTER XI
Darien

AFTER the failure to take Guayaquil, the privateers, with
Dampier amongst them, spent two years cruising up and
down the Pacific coast, from Ecuador to Lower California,
making mostly futile attacks on the big towns, and failing
to plunder the great Spanish treasure fleet, though they
boldly attempted to do so with 10 ships and 960 men
against 14 ships manned by 3000 Spaniards. In August,
1685, Dampier changed his service with Captain Davis
for a place in Captain Swan's ship, the Cygnet\ because
Davis wanted to revisit Peru, and Dampier, in his
thirst for knowledge, now wished to see something of
northern Mexico and thence return to England by way
of the East Indies, the course which Swan proposed to
take in the Cygnet. Accordingly, in April, 1686, he
passes out of this history, in leaving Cape Corrientes in
Mexico for the Caroline Islands; and the remainder of
his experiences on this remarkable voyage round the
world of more than twelve years' duration are described
in the volume of this series which deals with Pioneers in
Australasia,

But the eloquent passages of his book (published
early in 1697) which I have quoted at the end of the
last chapter, concerning the possibilities of Ecuador and
Darien, attracted immediate attention. No doubt Dampier